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Testimony in SUPPORT of HCR14
RECOGNIZING THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT

AND DESIGNATING MAY AS "OLDER AMERICANS MONTH" IN HAWAII

REPRESENTATIVE DEE MORIKAWA, CHAIR
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES

Hearing Date: March 17, 2015, 11:00am Room Number: 329

Office Testimony: The Executive Office on Aging (EOA), an attached agency of the

Department of Health, is in support of this measure.

Fiscal Implications:   NONE.

Offered Amendments: The resolution designates the month of May of each year as "Older

Americans Month" in Hawaii in recognition of the fiftieth anniversary of the Older Americans

Act and of all the contributions made by older Americans in the State of Hawaii.

2015 marks the golden, 50th anniversary of three of our nation’s most important programs for

older adults– Medicare, Medicaid, and the Older Americans Act.  In 1965, Congress passed and

President Johnson signed into law, the Older Americans Act.  The original legislation authorized

grants to states for community planning and social services, research and development projects,

and personnel training in the field of aging.  It also established the Administration on Aging to

administer the newly created grant programs and to serve as the federal focal point on matters

concerning older persons.

Today the OAA serves as the major vehicle for the Administration on Community Living to

deliver social and nutrition services to seniors and their caregivers.  It authorizes a wide array of

service programs and supports through a national network of 56 State agencies on aging, 629



area agencies on aging, nearly 20,000 service providers, 244 Tribal organizations, and 2 Native

Hawaiian organizations.

Programs operated under the Act allow older adults to live more independently, in their homes,

or in settings of their choice.  For some, it has meant employment, for others opportunities to

volunteer.  These programs are administered locally, where people understand better the needs of

local residents.  In FFY 2014, 7,509 older adults and family caregivers were served in Hawaii.

As one example, funding for the Older Americans Act secures funding for nutrition through

congregate dining and home delivered meals.  In FFY2014, 6,040 were provided meals in

Hawaii with the purpose to (1) reduce hunger and food insecurity; (2) promote socialization of

older individuals; and (3) promote the health and well-being of older individuals by assisting

such individuals to gain access to nutrition and other disease prevention and health promotion

services to delay the onset of adverse health conditions resulting from poor nutritional health or

sedentary behavior.  The Act also puts in place strong protections against elder abuse by

increasing existing abuse screenings and prevention efforts and provides resources for disease

prevention, senior centers, and family caregiver support.

Recommendation: From nutrition to evidence-based prevention programs, the Older

Americans Act supports efforts to improve the lives of older Americans.  Accordingly, we are in

support of passage of this resolution.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.









2

4



1

kobayashi2-Lynda

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2015 1:29 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: jusbecuz@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HR14 on Mar 17, 2015 11:00AM

HR14
Submitted on: 3/13/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 17, 2015 11:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Marilyn Yamamoto Individual Support No

Comments: All government entities should be subject to oversight. I strongly support an audit to
assess the family court performance on custody issues where family violence is alleged.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Aloha Representative Morikawa, chair, and members of the Human Services committee,

My name is Barbara Service and I live in the !9th Representative District and the 9th Senate District.

As a member of AARP, Kokua Council and HARA, I  urge  your strong support of HCR14, designating May
as Older Americans Month in Hawaii and recognizing the 50th Anniversary of the passage of the Older
Americans Act.

Thanks to the efforts of President Lyndon Baines Johnson, the Older Americans Act was enacted in 1965.
Millions of older Americans have been provided services which have helped to keep them out of
poverty.  The Older Americans Act, which created the State and Area Agencies on Aging, is the primary
vehicle for delivery of social and nutrition services to the elderly and their caregivers.

I urge your strong support of HCR14.

Mahalo!

Barbara J. Service
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2015 10:39 PM
To: HUStestimony
Cc: jamesjtz@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for HCR14 on Mar 17, 2015 11:00AM

HCR14
Submitted on: 3/15/2015
Testimony for HUS on Mar 17, 2015 11:00AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
James Gauer Individual Support No

Comments: This resolution honors those gone before us!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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